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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AORG, EAGR, UN, FAO, BG 
SUBJECT: WORLD FOOD CONFERENCE 

REF: A. STATE 7206 B. STATE 10697 

L EMBASSY PROVIDED MFA LAST MONTH WITH PERTINENT INFO RE SUBJECT 
CONFERENCE, PER REFTELS. SHAFI SAMI, DIRECTOR ECON AFFAIRS, MFA, 

SAID BANGLADESH OBVIOUSLY MUCH INTERESTED IN FOOD MATTERS AND RE- 
CALLED THAT MFA HAD TAKEN NOTE OF SECRETARY'S REMARKS AT UNGA ON 
THIS TOPIC. HE MADE, HOWEVER, NO SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT RE APPROACH 
OUTLINED REFTEL B. 

2. WHEN EMBOFF SAW SAMI FEB 6 ON OTHER MATTERS, SAMI STATED THAT 
NO UN ORGANIZATION, INCLUDING FAO, OR ANY OTHER EMBASSY HAD APP- 
ROACHED BD RE CONFERENCE OR FEB 11-15 PREPARATORY COMMITTEE 
(PREPCOM) MEETING. NEITHER WAS ANY INVITATION EXTENDED TO BANGLA- 
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DESH TO PARTICIPATE IN OR SEND OBSERVER TO PREPCOM. EMBOFF GOT 
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IMPRESSION BD SOMEWHAT MIFFED AT BEING LEFT OUT OF INITIAL STAGES 
OF CONFERENCE WHOSE SUBJECT OF SUCH VITAL IMPORTANCE TO BD. 

EMBOFF UNDERTOOK TO TRY TO FIND OUT DISCREETLY WHY BANGLADESH NOT 
INVITED PREPCOM. CAN DEPT OR OTHER ADDRESSEES CLARIFY MATTER? 

NEWBERRY 
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